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sored by a group of Americans who believe that Spain’s 
struggle for freedom is an unforgettable part of man’s 
universal struggle for freedom, which must be fought 
unceasingly on every front against every form of 
totalitarianism. 
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to the free Spain that can be America’s friend and 
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cherish their hope for a free and democratic Spain 
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Spaniards who sympathize with their aspirations and 
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DICTATORSHIPS: PURE COMMUNISM 


Salvador de Madariaga 


Today there are fourteen dictatorships in the Hispanic 
world. This of course includes the Spanish dictator- 
ship. All of these dictatorships depend on military 
power. All pretend to defend the countries which they 
oppress from the dangers of communism. All are pre- 
paring the triumph of communism in the Hispanic 
world. 

All of these dictatorships cast the public out of 
the forum of public affairs. All are accustoming it 
to obey without protest. All appoint from above the 
bosses who make the public obey, instead of letting 
the public elect representatives to administer for it. 
All are atrophying the sense of responsibility of the 
individual in the government of his country, and 
accustoming people to regard the government as a 
stranger who takes care of everything. All are divid- 
ing their respective countries into two unequal parts: 
a minority which is irresponsible because it rules, and 
a majority which is irresponsible because it obeys. 
Pure communism. 


Without exception, all of these dictatorships lack 
law. Where law exists it applies to all, including the 
Chief of State. When President Eisenhower receives 
personal friends on non-official visits at his table, he 
must pay for the meal out of his own pocket. If the 
law does not apply to the Chief of State then there 
is no law. In all the dictatorships of the Hispanic 
world the top boss, and not only him but also a con- 
siderable number of underlings, enjoy in practice a 
total exemption from the law and they ignore the 
rules. Pure communism. 

Without exception all of these dictatorships usurp 
from the majorities whom they oppress rights and 
privileges comparable only to those of the feudal 
lords. They lock up whom they choose, dishonor 
whom they choose, condemn whom they choose, kill 
whom they choose. There even are countries, one or 
two in the tropics, where the right of the feudal seig- 
neurs to violate has been dusted off to humor a lust- 
ful dictator. Of respect for the human being, as in the 
Ten Commandments, of respect for the Rights of 
Man, as defined by Declarations and Charters, there 
remains not a trace. Lives, honor, estates, all depend 
on the caprices of the dictatorship. Pure communism. 

In practice all of these dictatorships have abolished 
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private property. Homes, lands, estates, all are at the 
mercy of the boss. The administration of justice sub- 
jected to the dictatorial power, magistrates reduced 
to mouthpieces for orders handed down from above, 
all criticism by public opinion and press suppressed, 
the bosses are free to tie up whomever they like in 
legal involvements, to confiscate belongings, to appro- 
priate whatever they like. All the dictators are rich. 
The property of the people is in fact abolished, no 
one possesses anything, or only precariously. Pure 
communism. 

All of these dictatorships monopolize the organs 
of opinion. There is no press except for the servants 
of the dictatorship. They censor books, with more or 
less efficiency, but books matter less because the 
masses don’t read and the intellectuals are few and 
they end up in prison anyway. The country becomes 
stupified for lack of criticism, even for lack of infor- 
mation. The atmosphere becomes dense, and, as hap- 
pens with a closed in multitude, minds are numbed. 
Pure communism. 

All of these dictators are working for Moscow. 
Moscow is grateful, and smiles benignly. The com- 
munists everywhere are very cozy with the top bosses 
of the Hispanic world. Remember the enthusiasm with 
which the Soviets voted for Spain in the United Na- 
tions, and how they always invite her representatives 
to their congresses, and cheerfully attend those held 
in Spain. 

In the past the communists used to say that Hitler 
was their icebreaker. Now they have an icebreaker 
in each of the dictatorships. That is why communist 
tactics in each of these dictatorial countries are apt to 
be very subtle. Take for example what happened in 
Argentina where, the Perén dictatorship having fallen, 
circumstances still prevail which permit the commu- 
nists to play the dictatorial game with their usual 
cynicism. 

In the opinion of many observers Peronism suc- 
ceeded in corrupting the unskilled labor of Argentina 
to such an extent that even today there exists a con- 
siderable nucleus of Peronist workers. As long as Pe- 
ronism lasted the communists worked in two groups: 
supporting the dictator, but also infiltrating the oppo- 
sition. Perén achieved excellent relations with Mos- 
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cow, on both commercial and diplomatic levels. Perén 
having fallen, the alliance persisted. Today the com- 
munists try to infiltrate the labor organizations, utiliz- 
ing the slogans and mannerisms of the era of Peron; 
in their turn the Peronists preach alliance with com- 
munism to their followers. 

Identical tactics are to be noted in the countries 
still subject to dictatorship. The communists try to 
infiltrate the opposition organizations, but this opera- 
tion is difficult. On the other hand they achieve 


considerable success in the political organizations 
created by the dictatorships. Such is the case of Vene- 
zuela and Colombia, for example, where the crypto- 
communists have wasted neither time nor effort nor 
the money which they never lack. 

But perhaps even more eloquent is the case of 
Spain where the communists are gradually taking over 
the Falange. How to explain their success? That is 
easy. 

Both Falangists and communists detest freedom! 





THE PROBLEM OF SPAIN'S TRANSITION 


Julian Gorkin 


During the last few years I have had frequent oc- 
casion to be in touch with the Spanish Republican 
emigration in the Latin American countries and 
France. And during the last few months I have tried 
to increase my contacts with those whom I call the 
Spaniards of the real Spain. Actually it is they who 
have sought me out, who have sought us all out, for 
that matter, and who continue to do so. 

No longer are the Pyrenees the iron curtain of the 
west. We Spaniards are beginning to rediscover one 
another, not without surprise and an inner satisfac- 
tion, badly dissimulated by a certain serious and 
formal moderation. The great dialogue between the 
Spaniards in Spain and those living abroad has be- 
gun, and it goes on from day to day. 

The foundations of this new bridge are settling, 
both in our minds and in reality. We are all partici- 
pating in the creation of a new national conscience 
among those who lost their country to preserve their 
freedom, the exiles, and those who lost their freedom 





JULIAN GORKIN, Spanish author, resides in Paris 
where he is Editor-in-Chief of CUADERNOS, the 
Spanish language publication of the Congress for 
Cultural Freedom. He also serves as International 
Secretary for this organization in its Latin American 
relations. 
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by remaining at home, and in a way that is the most 
dramatic exile of all. And inevitably this dialogue is 
paving the way for the reconciliation of all the Span- 
iards for the simultaneous recovery of our country 
and our freedom. 


There are days, weeks or months that stand out 
in the history of a people as milestones characteriz- 
ing a certain year or epoch. February was the char- 
acteristic and determinative milestone for the year 
1956 in Spain. The sudden outburst of student dem- 
onstrations and protests in Madrid revealed to world 
opinion, distracted by serious problems elsewhere and 
long inattentive to the profound drama of Spain, 
that the Franco regime was finally entering the 
“twenty-fifth hour” of its death struggle. A new 
generation brought up under this very regime, nour- 
ished for twenty years on totalitarian truths, that is 
to say on untruths, openly declared itself to be firmly 
opposed to it and to its basic features. This was a 
revelation to the Spaniards themselves, both at home 
and abroad. They were quickly shaken out of the 
atmosphere of inertia and pessimism in which they 
had been steeped for years into a new optimism, the 
beginning of a dynamic collective sanity. 


Things have matured since February, 1956, and 
today all (and I wish to emphasize this all) believe 
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that 1957 will be the crucial year for Spain. 

Does the complete disintegration of the Franco re- 
gime need further demonstration? The uncontainable 
inflation and the no less uncontainable cost of liv- 
ing, which has soared about 30% during the last 
few months alone, with the resultant increase in 
poverty and hunger, have added to the explosive dis- 
content that smolders throughout the country. 
Frightened capital is fleeing Spain. The regime is re- 
sorting to the most unorthodox and ruinous financial 
operations to obtain foreign credits. In other times 
this might not have been mortal, but today it may 
be. Falange, Church and Army are divided, even sub- 
divided; those who cling to their belief in the sur- 
vival of the regime are numbered, while those who 
proclaim that the situation is lost and that Franco 
is an obstacle, the obstacle, increase every day. What 
is to be done? 

It appears that the formation of a rightist block 
of conservatives who favor a bloodless transition is 
quite far advanced. Its potential backbone is the 
Social-Christian Party, refuge of the regional sepa- 
ratists of the regime and at the same time hope of 
not a few young people and adults who in general 
favor a program of quite advanced social reform. 
They seem to realize that without such a program, 
without a revolution from above, so to speak, the 
great masses of workers and peasants who have been 
exploited to the hilt during the totalitarian years 
would inevitably arise and hurl themselves into direct 
revolutionary action. So theoretically this revolution 
from above would forestall a revolution from below. 

Other young and relatively mature groups, many 
of them rebels of the Falange who have made an 
open break with it for its betrayal of the concept 
of the “national revolution” and for its attachment 
to the most rotten elements of the regime, are or- 
ganizing two new parties, with emphasis on the 
“new, as according to them the generation that has 
grown up under the dictatorship wants something 
new. These groups do not consider themselves a part 
of the right-wing block; they are opposed to the “‘fra- 
tricidal generations,” to those responsible, in one 
way or another and to greater or lesser extent, for 
the Civil War; they aspire to reconstruct the Span- 
ish brotherhood. More specifically, they aspire to 
serve as a bridge and connecting link between right- 
isis and leftists, the latter including the traditional 
groups of the Republic: the Partido Socialista Obrero 
Espanol or Socialist Labor Party, the two principal 
labor unions (the C.N.T. or Confederacién Nacional 
de Trabajo and the U.G.T. or Union General de 


APRIL 15, 1957 





Trabajadores), the Republican political parties and 
the Catalan and Basque regional forces. 

In line with a feeling which seems to be quite 
general in Spain, all of these leftist groups wish to 
avoid another civil war, the spirit of revenge, the 
blind leap into unknown danger and chaos. One 
does not seal up an abyss by deepening it or by open- 
ing another one. Those who have come into the world 
during these terrible twenty years and those who 
were children at the time of the Civil War, now 
adults or approaching maturity, hope to go on living 
and to be able to remake their lives, not to perish 
in another conflict. Spain must recover her position, 
the position which is rightfully hers, in the community 
of sound, peace-loving, free peoples, and not go on 
barring the way to her full integration into this com- 
munity. This feeling seems completely legitimate and 
logical to me, and [ do not believe that one would 
come across a single Spaniard in his right mind who 
would not agree. I for one have not encountered a 
single contrary opinion in all my travels, excepting 
a few irresponsible eccentrics who have learned noth- 
ing and forgotten nothing. 

But what do these new groups in Spain propose? 
What do they expect from us? And by “us” I do 
not mean just the Spanish expatriates or refugees, 
but also those in Spain who have been deprived of 
their freedom and their right to express their al- 
legiance to Republican, Socialist or Syndicalist causes. 
That is to say by “us” I mean all of those who make 
up or would make up the left-wing block. So once 
again, what do they expect of “us”? 

They expect guarantees and assurances with re- 
spect to the future, or at least with respect to the 
years immediately following Franco’s fall. The Span- 
ish rightists are faced by a dramatic dilemma: if 
they permit the continuation of the present regime 
then the crisis will become daily more acute, the 
repressed explosive forces will become more potent, 
and, when least expected, the spark will fly which 
will set the fire that will destroy everything. But on 
the other hand if they give a decisive coup de grace 
to the regime, then these long repressed forces will 
be released and they might erupt within a few 
months, perhaps a few weeks even. In either event 
just what one most wants to avoid would take place: 
eruption and revolution, with the natural sequel of 
disorder and violence in their wake. 

This is the terrifying dilemma of the Spanish right- 
ists. But are not we leftists also confronted by a di- 
lemma? Just as we are able to face the one, so should 
we also be able to face the other, honestly and sin- 
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cerely. In reality there is but one tremendous Span- 
ish dilemma which affects and concerns all Spaniards. 
It is of uttermost importance that a solution be 
found, that an outlet be sought, otherwise the present 
evils will be compounded and aggravated and they 
could well lead to disaster for all. 

The truth of the matter is that all of Spain, all 
the vital and responsible forces of Spain, longs to 
liquidate the irresponsible and repressive regime, the 
“Anti-Spain,” as early as possible in order to avoid 
catastrophe. After all that our poor nation has en- 
dured already, could it stand another period of 
disorder and violence, of chaos and the catastrophic 
exhaustion of its creative energies? Common sense 
answers no. 

But we leftists must confess, no less sincerely, to 
another truth: today we are in no position to liqui- 
date the Franco regime on our own—otherwise we 
would have already done so. It is not possible to 
achieve this from outside of Spain, and our internal 
forces are still disorganized; neither have they suffi- 
cient self-confidence nor have they the confidence of 
the new generations. As was natural these new gen- 
erations have grown up without knowing us at all 
or only through misinformation; now many of the 
young people who manage to come out of Spain 
eagerly seek our written works, old and recent, con- 
cerning the tradition, mentality and mechanics of 
our republican political parties. These young people 
are the product of the circumstances under which 
Spain has existed during the past fifteen or twenty 
years. 

These two realities agreed on, then what do the 
Spanish rightists propose to us to assure the smooth 
transition, and what are we leftists to accept and 
what are we to reject? Whether they are monarchists 
by conviction, or monarchists by convenience from 
a sense of self-preservation, in their entirety the right- 
ists all proclaim that only a monarchist restoration 
can ensure the bloodless transition. Without this con- 
dition the military elements, in particular, cannot 
run the risk of giving the necessary shove to Franco. 
And they ask that we leftists subscribe to their formu- 
la, that is to say that we work out a pact and a 
program with them on the basis of the restoration 
of the monarchy, pledging ourselves to abide by such 
a coalition program during a minimum period of two 
or three years, until an electoral consultation should 
be possible. 

For the good of Spain, for the liquidation of the 
regime and recovery after these dire twenty years, 
we leftists can and should work out a pact and a 
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program with the rightists for the transition into a 
sound and free future, but not on the basis of the 
immediate restoration of the monarchy. But these 
rightist forces are responsible (and in this I do not 
include the younger generations) for the unleashing 
of the Civil War, for the ferocious terrorism that en- 
sued it, and for the ruin of Spain in general. With 
what right do they now ask us leftists, who had es- 
tablished a freely elected regime approved by the 
people, and who have been the victims, that we re- 
nounce ourselves and support, though it be but for 
a brief period of two or three years, the restoration 
of the monarchy? How could the republican forces 
accept such a condition without compromising them- 
selves forever, without closing the doors and avenues 
to the future? On this basis compromise is impossible. 

Only a sound, legitimate and constructive com- 
promise can be the basis for a circumstantial coalition 
which, without stipulating any conditions as to the 
form of the regime and its institutions, would com- 
mit itself to try to lead Spain back to normalcy; 
which would try to prevent, insofar as is possible, 
vengeful violences and to prepare an electoral con- 
sultation within a reasonable period of time and with 
maximum mutual guarantees. Perhaps some munici- 
pal elections would come first, to be followed by 
a general election later? 

In my opinion that is not the main thing; the 
main thing is that the Spanish people themselves be 
given the opportunity to freely decide what form 
of government they prefer, and that their decision 
be respected by all. On this basis, and only on this 
basis, is a compromise necessary and possible. 

In saying this I am not considering the immediate 
solution of the Spanish problem only—the libera- 
tion from Francoism—but also the final, constructive, 
lasting solution. No responsible force that wishes to 
insure Spain’s future believes in discrediting or jet- 
tisoning the leftist forces. If these forces were to be 
discredited by means of a capitulating compromise 
such as is asked of them today, then the future 
equilibrium would be undermined and a vacuum 
created which political adventurers of every type 
would not fail to exploit. In short, the way would 
then be open for communists, extremists of the revo- 
lutionary school of thought, or for some new aspirant 
to caudilloism and dictatorship. 

These reflections are those of a man who as of 
today does not belong to any party, who believes 
that he is interpreting the feelings of a great number 
of Spaniards, and whose greatest hopes are concen- 
trated on the future and on the salvation of Spain. 
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THE CREDO OF GABRIELA MISTRAL 


Victoria Ocampo 


Gabriela Mistral is the most representative and im- 
portant of all South American women of our time. I 
do not think that anyone will dispute this. She is 
“representative” as far as her personality is con- 
cerned; “important” in respect to her work as poet. 
I can think of no other woman who has reached her 
stature. 

She loved these things with constancy—TIndo- 
Spanish America, children and poetry. In their 
company, she passed through life and this world with 
the blindness of a seer and the unfaltering step of a 
somnambulist. 


“T believe in my heart, which asks for nothing 
because it is capable of the Great Dream 
and embraces, in the Dream, the created.” 


The very nature of these loves obliged her to ask for 
nothing. 

The small child does not even know that he is 
loved. He does, however, sense the beneficial in any 
environment. But to sense is not always to know. 
Should we expect more from the child than the 
love that we give him? And from the Indian? 


“On the plains of Mitla, a day 

of crickets, of sun, of walking, 

I bent over a well. An Indian came by 
and held me as I leaned over the water, 
my head like a fruit 

between the palms of his hands. 

I drank and what I drank 

was his face and my face 

and in a rush I knew 

that flesh of Mitla was my flesh.” 


Can we ask of that Indian who supported Ga- 
briela’s head so that she might drink of the reflection 
of their two faces, any more than the love we give 
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him? And what can we asx of America—Spanish, 
Indian, Latin-America? 


“On the highest crests 
of the soul, I have lived..... “a 


says Gabriela. And from such heights, she loved 
America—from the lofty peaks of the soul’s most 
desolate places where only a “heart that wells up and 
never empties’ can live and endure. Such terrible 
and lonely heights, where human lungs cannot 
breathe, often drive us mad if we are not provided 
with sufficient love. 

To love from the “highest crests,” Gabriela also 
had to believe in her heart. For her there was no al- 
ternative. Children demand this belief; and poetry, 
even that of the most skeptical poet, likewise demands 
it. However much Valéry might ridicule Musset’s 
famous line, “Nothing makes one so great as a great 
sorrow ... by adding, “a violent toothache, for 
example”; or however much he might debase with his 
satiric spirit, not unlike that of our Borges, Pascal’s 
equally famous lines, “The eternal silence of those 
infinite spaces fills me with terror,’ he could not 
escape the laws of the heart: “After so much pride, 
after so much strange idleness. . . .” 

Our America needs to be loved, even as do child- 
ren and poetry. And if she is not to be loved in this 
way, she will, in a manner of speaking, scarcely 
exist. Such love creates what it loves, or at least helps 
it to exist. 

I have heard Gabriela talk with children. I have 
heard her explain how she created her poems. I 
have heard her talk of America with the fervor of 
one who sees one’s own blood endangered. Gabriela’s 
love for America was perhaps the most deeply-rooted 
of her passions, all of which was one thing only— 
a product of the heart. 

When, in “Credo” Gabriela says “I believe in my 
heart,”’ she was also saying that she believed in her 
own worth, in the spirit, in the innerness of all things 
often designated by the word heart. She believed not 
only in the skin, the pulp, but in the core of the 
fruit that bears the seed. She believed in all roots; 
those that grow downward toward darkness; those 
that grow upward toward light. She believed in 
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presentiment, and this, too, derives from the heart. 
She believed in that sensitive antenna which receives 
our intuitions. 

That, in brief, was the credo of Gabriela. 

In her last letter to me from Long Island, written 
exactly a year ago, she said: “I have been expecting 
news from you ever since I returned. (She had gone 
South to escape the winter.) We are living in a place 
entirely surrounded by trees. It is beautiful in sum- 
mer. Come if you can. There is a great silence here 
that many find sad; but it is very sweet for me, sad- 
ness and all. Although sometimes people come to call, 
in general there are no outsiders. I still do not know 
if you live in the same gentle peace that you always 
had in your country. . . . When you see this house, 
you will like its vegetal peace. I say this—though 
I know the distance that separates us—because I like 
to feel that my people are not far away. I live the 
life of an exile “per vita.” But it would do me much 
harm if I were to tell myself this each day. Keep 
me company for a few moments by writing . . .” 
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When I arrived at the house whose vegetal peace 


I would like, she did, in fact, ask me if we still lived 
in the “gentle peace” that our country used to enjoy. 
She did not remember that we had lost it. Nor did I 
wish to remind her. 


I felt that the only memory which Gabriela clung 


to when she was leaving us was perhaps that “Divine 
Memory” of which she once spoke. 


“Tf you give me a star 

and leave it with me, naked in my hand, 
I will not be able to close my fist 

to defend my newborn joy.” 


Life went from her with no “cry of agony,” nor 


did she close her hand to retain it. She often said of 
other things that she did not know how to hold them, 
nor did she understand that to cling to them was to 
love them. She was so certain of having come from a 


place where nothing is ever lost, that this ultimate 
Joss seemed no different from the rest. 
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THE IBERICA SURVEY 


OF OPINIONS CONCERNING SPAIN’S POLITICAL FUTURE 


ANSWERS FROM MANUEL DE IRUJO 


Member of the Basque autonomous Government 


How do you conceive of Spain’s future? Politically, 
civically and economically. 

Politically, as a federal type community of nations. 
Civically, as a democratic and republican regime. Eco- 
nomically, with a major importance being granted to 
agriculture; with a reduction of the non-productive 
portions of the national budget from 40% to 15%; 
as a member of the European community; with the 
problems of industrialization left in the hands of pri- 
vate initiative and to the administration of the au- 
tonomous countries, regions and municipalities. 


What would be your formula for the implementation 
of a program of national reconstruction? 

Political and civic reconstruction: The recognition of 
the rights of man, in both individual and collective as- 
pects: rights of the individual, and of the municipalities, 
ports, universities and various peninsular regions that 
desire autonomy. 

Economic reconstruction: To turn the country into a 
social democracy, beginning by agrarian reform, which 
in the case of the autonomous countries would be left 
up to them to administer. 


Questions: 
In what way does the party to which you belong 
aspire to govern Spain? 

. The Basque Nationalist Party aspires to govern Euz- 
kadi (The Basque country of Spain) but not Spain 
itself. My party does however aspire to participate 
in the government of the Community (of Spanish 
peoples) along with the other democratic parties 
and autonomous countries of Spain. We conceive 
of the government of this Spanish Community by 
a democratic and republican regime, with a Presi- 
dent to be appointed, if possible, by the citizens 
through direct elections by universal suffrage; with 
a Parliament elected in the same way from electoral 
areas which would correspond to those of the au- 
tonomous countries or regions; with a federal Sen- 
ate, and complementary institutions. 


How do you believe it to be possible to obtain the 
collaboration of the rest of the Spaniards? 

. By the State’s being at the service of the Nation 
or nations composing it; this would require the 
guarantee of the liberty of men and peoples, that 
law and authority be respected and that the solu- 
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tion of basic problems be undertaken, with especial 
emphasis on those of social, economic and educa- 
tional natures. 


What studies or works has the group to which you 
belong achieved during these past years with re- 
spect to the following points: (We will not allude 
to officially conducted studies, for reasons which 
we will state further on.) 

Technical capacity of the Spaniards to improve the 
economic resources of the country (agricultural or 
industrial) . 

. In the emigration hundreds of thousands of Spanish 
exiles have made contributions as professors, tech- 
nicians of every type, journalists, skilled labor, ar- 
tists and poets. In the countries of massive Spanish 
emigration such as France and those of Latin 
America, the triumph of the exiles is self-evident. 
All that will be needed when these exiles become 
repatriated and united with the rest of the Span- 
iards will be that the legal nation should accomo- 
date itself to and serve the real nation, instead of 
fighting it and impeding the natural course of its 
development. 

b) How to develop the national resources with our 
own means? 

A. By reducing the non-productive portions of the 
budget, such as that appropriated to military and 
repressive forces; by formulating a basic agrarian 
policy and implementing it diligently; by radically 
terminating the present Utopian dreams of indus- 
trialization by governmental decree, thereby letting 
the autocthonous forces and initiatives appear and 
stimulating their development. 

How will it be possible to obtain liberation from 
the present ecclesiastical oppression without horrors 
and violence? 

. In the same way that it should be possible to ob- 
tain liberation from the military, social, economic, 
political and civic oppressions, which are notably 
greater than is that of the Church. In a regime of 
religious freedom, which can not be achieved by 
sectarian precepts such as those contained in Ar- 
ticle 26 of the Constitution of 1931, nor by actions 
made at the service of a party such as the Pastoral 
letter of 1937, or by such unsuitable diplomatic ac- 
tions as was the Concordat of 1953. A clergy such 
as is the Basque clergy, acting in a regime of re- 
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ligious freedom, would permit the creation of a 
climate of tolerance, respect and civic education, 
which would render the posing of the above ques- 
tion unnecessary. 
How do you conceive of the relations between the 
different regions and through what effective meas- 
ures could a greater solidarity be established be- 
tween the different regions and peoples of Spain? 
We conceive of the relations between the diverse 
peninsular countries as being a sort of “union of 
unities”, or a community of a federal type, which 
is the same. In order that the relations may exist 
and that the solidarity increase, it is necessary that 
each separate unit be allowed to exist and develop 
in the way that it chooses. To deny this right to 
the peninsular nations would result in creating a 
separatism as a necessary reaction. But by recog- 
nizing the individualities of the various peoples liv- 
ing within the State, who otherwise might be sepa- 
ratist and centrifugal, one would succeed in bring- 
ing them into a harmonious collaboration in the 
government for the benefit of the nation as a whole. 
At present there are some very clearcut examples 
of the application of these principles in the world, 
but Spain need not seek them outside her own his- 
tory. It suffices to recall that during more than a 
century the Spanish monarchy failed to achieve a 
community of nations such as has become a reality 
today among those nations formerly belonging to 
the British Empire. A monarchy can make these 
and other errors because it places the nation at 
the service of the State: of the Crown, that is. But 
a Republican-Democracy would not make this mis- 
take because in it the State is at the service of the 
Nation, that is of man and his creations. 


4. What form of government do you prefer for Spain 


A. 
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and how do you expect and conceive that a suffi- 
cient majority of Spaniards would support it with- 
out its being necessary to resort to violent measures? 
As we have already said, a community of nations, 
democratic, republican and federated, which one 
day could permit Portugal’s free association, which 
would be based on a permanent policy, beyond 


party differences, and which would develop and 
stimulate in so far as possible the great Ibero- 
American community by means of an arrangement 
of double citizenships and reciprocites of privileges 
and allegiances. Such a policy need only be sup- 
ported by a majority of citizens, and that electoral 
consultations be made under conditions of complete 
freedom and with the guarantees of public order 
and respect for the ideas of others. All of this of 
course without in any way diminishing peninsular 
adherence to the European Union. It is necessary 
as much from the point of view of the Peninsula 
as from that of the continent, that Europe begin 
at the Straits of Gibraltar. 


5. How do you conceive of international relations at 


A. 


this time? 

The Iberian Peninsula is geographically and _ his- 
torically a part of the West, just as are all the cul- 
tures indigenous to it or which have spread to 
other continents. And just so are we _ positively 
democratic and aligned with the West in opposition 
to the totalitarian communist regime imposed by 
the East. We can not conceive of our immediate 
future in any other way as long as a peace based 
on respect for human rights, law, and man’s word 
of honor does not exist in the world. We believe 
in all that serves these ideals, and not even in com- 
batting the Franco regime or in the name of a po- 
litical realism would we forget the principles of our 
international position. 

The democratic community which is the basis of 
our immediate program must be a member of the 
United Nations and of the European and Atlantic 
communities; it must have closer relations with the 
United States, and it must live in harmony with 
the Vatican. 

All of these remarks are purely and exclusively 
the opinions of the undersigned; they are not re- 
lated, either directly or indirectly, to the political 
organization to which he belongs. 

MANUEL DE IRUJO 
Paris, March 20, 1957 
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AFTER THIRTY DAYS 


Now that the new cabinet has been in office a month 
we may take a look to see what it has been doing. A 
brief period on which to base a judgment, some might 
say. True; but the critical circumstances under which 
General Franco was compelled to form this new cabinet 
were sufficient reason to expect early changes, or at 
least signs of change. 

Were we to make an appraisal of Spain’s situation 
in general at this time it would perhaps suffice to re- 
call that it was exactly eighteen years ago that the 
“National” forces took Madrid, and that nowadays 
rare is the person in Spain who does not recognize the 
tragic futility of the Civil War’s sacrifice of a million 
lives. But let us leave these sad thoughts and return 
to the matters of the day. 

The “Declaration of Intentions” issued by the new 
cabinet left the average Spaniard cold, but interest is 
growing in political circles as to just how the pressing 
national problems of the day are to be tackled. These 
problems can be roughly divided into the following 
categories: political, economic and diplomatic. 


POLITICAL PROBLEMS 


The continued replacements of high ranking officials 
have confirmed our prediction of a waning of Fa- 
langist influence in the government along with a cor- 
responding increase in power of the Catholic rightists, 
who have as their most appropriate expression the lay 
organization “Opus Dei.” 

The elimination of Falangists from influential posi- 
tions has been far greater than anticipated. The Fa- 
lange has in fact lost all of its previously controlled 
offices in the Ministry of Information and in the Min- 
istry of Labor itself, where it had enjoyed a free hand 
up to now in the important department of Previsién, 
or Social Security. 

Sr. Juan Beneyto’s appointment as Director of the 
Press has been greeted with a sigh of relief from all 
sides, as Sr. Aparicio, the previous incumbent whose 
interferences with the press were as well known as 
were his temper tantrums, had succeeded in antagoniz- 
ing everyone. Up to now the only change to be noted 
has been the softening of the anti-French campaign 
and the reappearance of the banned literary review, 
Insula. Furthermore the daily newspapers have pub- 
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lished a reply from Jean Creach, the French journal- 
ist, to the calumnious attacks against him which had 
been printed in the Spanish press on Aparicio’s orders. 
This matter had been the cause of many headaches 
for Spanish newspapermen. Only a few days ago a 
top editor of La Vanguardia of Barcelona (which had 
published the attack along with most of the other lead- 
ing newspapers of Spain, and in which Ibérica is de- 
scribed as ‘a magazine published in New York by 
exiled Spanish communists” (!)) bitterly complained 
about this incident and begged a friend to convey his 
apology to M. Creach for “what had been the work 
of Aparicio only.” 

The new Under-Secretary of Information, D. José 
Luis Villar, is a man of moderation; and it suffices to 
say that the new Secretary General of the Ministry, 
D. Adolfo Muioz Alonso, is a Doctor of Theology at 
the Gregorian University of Rome and editor of an 
Augustinian review, to indicate his political orientation. 
In other words, although “Opus Dei” has not exactly 
cornered the Ministry of Information, the controls of 
the “directed” press and information services have been 
transferred from the Falange to that most orthodox 
of Catholicisms. 

In the Ministry of Labor the appointment of Sr. 
Gonzalez Bueno as director of the Instituto Nacional 
de Previsién (Social Security) has been a thorn in the 
flesh of the Falangists; so much so that Sr. Pinilla, the 
Falangist outgoing director, converted the ceremony of 
transferral of powers into a demagogic meeting. 

The new Under-Secretary of Commerce, D. Faustino 
Garcia-Moncé, combines the qualities of a banker (he 
has been an Associate Director of the Bank of Bilbao) 
and confidante of the ecclesiastical hierarchy. The ap- 
proval of the “Opus Dei” could not be lacking in any 
ministry which Sr. Ullastres administers. 

This rather detailed enumeration of the replace- 
ments in high governmental offices (which we could 
continue as the list is a long one) should suffice to 
show who are the real victors of the last cabinet shake- 
up. No one makes a secret of it, and Srs. Calvo Serer 
and Galindo declare to anyone who cares to listen that 
“the only possible solution is the traditional monarchy.” 
Nothing very original, as one can see. Perhaps more 
original are the implications of Vatican influence in 
the foreign policy, faithfully defended by Sr. Castiella, 
the new Minister of Foreign Affairs. But we will get 
to that later. 


The “New Liberalism” 

The reduction of the political basis of the government, 
or, in other words, the new Catholic orientation of 
the governmental team and the downfall of Falangism, 
explains the gestures of “liberalization” that are so cher- 
ished by the authorities. But let us understand each 
other: this “liberalization” is merely a matter of try- 
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ing to keep these groups in the “legal” opposition, 
thereby achieving the double objective of rendering 
them innocuous and giving a surface impression of 
liberty. To this end was the recent “debate” initiated 
by the newspaper ABC, with the support of Informa- 
ciones, about the word “conservatives” and in defense 
of “order,” to which Arriba and the syndicalist press 
retaliated with a very violent reply. 

But this might prove to be a dangerous game. In 
the syndicalist press (Afdn, for example) anti-capitalist 
opinions are expressed and great pains are taken to 
depict those who “ask for freedom” as “exploiters who 
would make them (labor) fall into a political trap.” 
However laborers have taken such instructions so liter- 
ally that right now in Asturias many miners who had 
believed in the outgoing Minister of Labor, José An- 
tonio Girén, are now on strike, right along with their 
more leftist companions. 

An analogous phenomenon is taking place in Accién 
Catdlica circles. Enrique Miret has written in Informa- 
ciones that “winds of all that is new and original are 
blowing nowadays.” This no doubt was a veiled allu- 
sion to the defense of Unamuno made recently by two 
monks and subsequently condemned by Ecclesia. But 
matters did not stop at that. Alonso Garcia has even 
gone so far in Ya as to say, “It could never be an ideal 
policy for a Catholic to militate in communism, but 
on the other hand he could militate as a Christian 
Democrat or he could subscribe to a Republican 
ideology.” 

The sheep are going farther than the shepherds. 
Only a few days ago one of the provincial leaders of 
Christian Democracy told me that they are inspired 
only by the recommendations made by His Holiness the 
Pope to Sr. Martin Artajo during the latter’s recent 
visit in Rome. Undoubtedly these recommendations will 
be the criteria of Sr. Martin Artajo himself, and even 
more so of his brother, Javier, both of whom are now 
well established in the “legal” opposition. But far more 
audacious views than this exist among the Brotherhoods 
of Catholic Action. 

Similarly the recent announcement of Syndical elec- 
tions on local, provincial and national levels will tend 
to channel the opposition in labor circles. This will be 
a matter of the election of 214,852 members of the 
arbitration committees or juries (made up half of labor 
and half of management) as well as the syndical en- 
laces or liason agents for thousands of companies (with 
a total of 5,400,000 workers, in round numbers) next 
October; provincial elections are to be held in Decem- 
ber, and national elections in January, 1958. It is a 
well known fact that all kinds of coercion are resorted 
to in these elections. Nevertheless, those on the primary 
levels (for members of the arbitration juries and en- 
laces) could be the cause of many problems, in spite 
of their fake “‘anti-capitalist” propaganda. 
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Repressions in Barcelona and strikes in Asturias 

The false liberalism of the regime fades away when con- 
fronted by reality. Nothing could be less liberal than 
the present situation in Barcelona, where armed gangs 
are sowing terror under the complacent eyes of the 
authorities, just as in the years of repression of 1939- 
40. There the student Masoliver was killed. Mass ar- 
rests continue, including that of the entire staff of the 
Catholic magazine Ciervo. The civil governor Acedo 
Colunga (the “Butcher of Asturias’) voiced new 
threats to the students in the course of an address to 
300 provincial mayors, stating that he “could not per- 
mit the new generations to cultivate their own misery.” 
But the strong arm tactics don’t seem to be making 
much of an impression on the courageous people of 
Barcelona, as once again pamphlets are being circulated 
and signs on walls appear overnight calling for a new 
boycott of transportation services and public entertain- 
ments. Some of these pamphlets have been circulating 
in Madrid, too, though less profusely. 

Reports coming from Asturias these days bring us 
another good example of the “liberalism” of the regime. 
The workers in the “Maria Luisa” mine of Sama de 
Langreo have gone on strike, asking for an increase 
in the premiums granted in proportion to production, 
as otherwise their wages are ridiculously low. The first 
official reaction to this took the form of the militari- 
zation of the entire mine, but this measure did not shake 
the resolution of the miners in the least. Then nego- 
tiations were initiated which, no one knows why, were 
suspended several days ago. When this rupture took 
place the workers in the El Fondén mine, one of the 
most important in Asturias, declared a sympathy strike, 
so that now the strike has extended to about 4000 
miners. Reports circulating these days in journalistic 
circles in Madrid (the only circles in which anything 
at all is known, as the man in the street is completely 
ignorant of such matters) lead one to fear reprisals 
from the civil governor of Asturias who, with notable 
imprudence, has described the strike as having been of 
a political nature, and as having been caused by for- 
eign instigation! The truth is probably less spectacular, 
as one of the first miners to be arrested when the 
Maria Luisa strike began was a Falangist. It would not 
be surprising if certain extremists of the Falange were 
collaborating with the traditional opposition organiza- 
tions, although limiting the extent of their cooperation 
to the achievement of their own objectives. 


ECONOMIC PROBLEMS 

The Achilles’ heel of the present situation continues to 
be the economic problems, for, if labor is unhappy, the 
industrialists are no less so. Representatives of the tex- 
tile industries have made their feelings plain to Minister 
of Commerce Ullastres and Minister of Labor Sanz 
Orrio in several joint meetings hel¢ lately. 
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The big capitalists retain a diffident attitude, as the 
governmental announcement that “investments would 
be oriented” and of a possible, though distant, fiscal 
reform, leads them to circumspection when not actually 
to the export of capital. The fact is that the slump in 
the stock market could not be curbed; two weeks ago 
the Minister of Finance summoned the members of the 
Banking Council in order to provide them with every 
kind of assurance that the government would not try 
to limit their investments. The big banks seemed re- 
solved to save the situation and for a day or two the 
slump was held back, but then quotations started going 
down again. Here for example are some stock market 
quotations for March 4 and March 27, showing the 
extent of the decline of some typical stocks: Banco 
Central: 850 to 809. Banco Espanol de Crédito: 1045 
to 930. Saltos del Sil (metal industry) 315 to 273. 
Mines of the Rif: 850 to 725. Ponferrada: 940 to 833. 
Explosivos: 475 to 420. Altos Hornos (steel industry) 
493 to 400. And so on. 


Sr. Gual Villalbi, president of the National Economic 
Council, held a meeting with the industrialists of Bar- 
celona in an effort to soothe their impatience, in the 
course of which he revealed that the Chief of State 
had personally expressed his desire to “proceed as rap- 
idly as possible to the restoration of economic liberty,” 
and had entoned a “mea culpa,” saying “Perhaps we 
have moved too fast,” and spoke of restraining the so- 
called expansion. 


The hopes of the industrialists were short-lived, not 
only because of the dash of cold water of the Caudillo’s 
statements in which he blamed the weather for our 
misfortunes (crop losses) and offered an absurd theory 
as to the real value of the peseta, but also because in 
private Sr. Planell goes on tenaciously defending the 
position of the Instituto Nacional de Industria or gov- 
ernment-owned industrial projects. 


Our skepticism concerning the role to be played by 
Sr. Gual Villalbi has been completely justified. His 
activity seems to be confined to making pleasant re- 
marks but no decisions, which anyway would be under 
the jurisdiction of the inter-ministerial committee pre- 
sided over by Sr. Carrero Blanco, of which Sr. Gual 
is only one member. This inter-ministerial committee 
has met to discuss the flight of capital and the de- 
crease of foreign exchange. The first result of this meet- 
ing appears to be that we now have no American 
tobacco to smoke, as the importation of American to- 
bacco has been suppressed in order to bolster our dol- 
lar credits. 


The Committee on Economic Planning and Coordi- 
nation has met three times; this committee is also pre- 
sided over by the omnipotent Sr. Carrero Blanco who, 
it would seem, is like God, in all places at all times. 
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American aid 

American aid for the fiscal year 1957-8 has been disap- 
pointing to governmental circles. Of those $50 millions 
for economic aid, which in reality only amount to $30 
millions, energy producing products such as copper for 
the manufacture of sulphates will consume the largest 
part, without the vast problems of shortage of indus- 
trial equipment, transportation services, etc. being even 
remotely affected. 

In view of this, plans for an agreement with Ger- 
many, as outlined several months ago, are being re- 
vived. The Caudillo has invited Chancellor Adenauer 
to visit Spain, and this visit is invested with as much 
interest of an economic nature as political. The truth 
of the matter is that previous negotiations along these 
lines fizzled out because of Germany’s insistence on at 
least a 49% interest in mutual projects. But now the 
scarcity of foreign credits and the progressive lowering 
of the unfavorable export-import balance could make 
the Spanish government think twice. 

On the other hand, progress made in negotiations 
toward the “Common European Market” have at- 
tracted the attention of financial and governmental sec- 
tors of Spain. A regime of free exchange in European 
territory would not be likely to favor the outmoded 
Spanish economy, but in governmental circles there is 
the double hope that this new arrangement might at- 
tract capital to Spain and at the same time avoid, mo- 
mentarily at least, the payment in credits for many 
imports. 


DIPLOMATIC PROBLEMS 

If one adds to all of this the Pontifical counsel given 
to Sr. Castiella in favor of the “Little Europe,” one can 
understand the importance which Adenauer’s visit to 
Spain might have. The pro-Europe campaign is being 
sponsored by “Opus Dei,” through the press, speeches 
and public ceremonies. The objective is to form a 
Catholic Europe in which Spain, Italy and Germany 
would play roles of prime importance. In the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs circles it is already common knowl- 
edge that the “Europeanist”’ preoccupations have taken 
a top priority on the diplomatic level. The policy rep- 
resented by Sr. Castiella is less universal than was that 
of Sr. Martin Artajo, in the sense that it prefers “Ca- 
tholicism” to good relations with the Arab countries. 
Undoubtedly there are high hopes these days for Spain’s 
admission to NATO, under the cover of a badly dis- 
simulated indifference. 

Dogmatism is what prevails in the Palace de Santa 
Cruz (Ministry of Foreign Affairs) today. We know 
of young diplomats who are concerned because of be- 
ing labeled as “liberals.” And as though the suspicions 
of a theocratic domination of the government were not 
sufficient, an incident has occurred within the past few 

(Continued on page 15) 
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Editorial 


FRANCO AND NATO 


During the past month we have been treated to two 
almost simultaneous but somewhat contradictory 
statements by directors of Spanish policy: one from 
General Franco himself, in an exclusive interview 
published by the New York Times of March 17, and 
the other by Sr. Gual Villalbi, new Minister with- 
out Portfolio and President of the National Economic 
Council of Spain. 


In his statement in the New York Times General 
Franco promised to grant his people greater liberties. 
This promise has been made just at a time when 
clandestine political groups are appearing all over 
Spain, as well as movements of protest against the 
regime, open conflict between Falangists and mo- 
narchists and strikes among the miners in the North. 

Franco’s statements in the New York Times were 
designed for external consumption. Through them he 
wished to reassure the United States about these un- 
mistakable signs of internal unrest, declaring with 
authority that “What certain people choose to call 
a crisis is only a small difficulty among the many 
arising in the course of our economic progress.” 

But only three days earlier Franco’s own Minister, 
Sr. Gual Villalbi, had given a speech in Barcelona 
before the “Fomento del Trabajo Nacional” or “‘Pro- 
motion of National Labor” in which he had painted 
quite a different picture. 


In the course of his speech Sr. Gual Villalbi stated 
that “the expansionist policy which has led to mod- 
erate inflation was necessary, but it has been impos- 
sible to avoid its fatal effects in an inflationary pro- 
cess’. He pointed out that individual exports have 
decreased in volume, that Morocco’s independence 
necessitated the elimination of some financial policies, 
that increased wages had caused disturbances in the 
internal market and that only an austerity program 
could save the situation. In reference to rumors of 
a devaluation of the peseta he said, “If it should 
be necessary one day to declare an official devalua- 
tion of the peseta, then all precautions would be 


taken and the cooperation of all the Spaniards wouid 
be required.” 


These declarations, made by the financial authority 
of Spain, constitute an unequivocal report on her 
economic situation. How can one reconcile these 
clear and responsible statements with General Fran- 
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co’s vague and irresponsible statements in the New 


York Times? 


The cabinet Minister described Spain’s real eco- 
nomic situation, while the Chief of State spoke for 
the benefit of the United States, denying the pre- 
carious condition of Spain’s economy. His statements 
were of an offensive audacity in trying to conceal 
the true situation of his country when this is well 
known to all Spaniards and when the state of emer- 
gency has actually been proclaimed by two of his 
own cabinet Ministers: first by Sr. Arburta, former 
Minister of Commerce, and now by Sr. Gual Villal- 
bi; and it is obvious that this emergency is what 
obliges the Spanish government to seek more United 
States economic aid. Then of course there are the 
two great Spanish objectives of the day: admission 
to NATO, and incorporation into the “Little Eu- 
rope’, but nothing can justify statements tending to 
falsify a tragic reality. 

Can the Spain of today achieve these two ambi- 
tions? Can the NATO countries oblige Franco to 
change the nature of his regime in order to qualify 
for membership? Hardly. So will they now bypass the 
stipulations contained in the Charter which formerly 
precluded Splain’s admission to NATO? 

With respect to Spain’s integration into the “Little 
Europe,” the situation is as follows: six countries, 
France, Belgium, Italy, Luxemburg, Holland and 
Germany have all agreed to merge their property and 
their destinies. Europe is heading toward a com- 
munity of riches: coal, steel, agricultural products, 
etc. The people of Europe will work together toward 
their common future. All of this will tend to trans- 
form Europe into a political community. But is 
Franco Spain prepared to transform its political 
structure so as to be geared to the new European 
machine? Obviously not. Thus Spain would be a 
disruptive factor in the machinery of the “Little 
Europe”’. 

So let us be realistic for once, truly realistic and 
face the fact that artificial respiration to the Spain 
of today in the form of more economic aid will only 
prolong the agony of a dying regime, and that such 
aid given now will not redound to our credit in the 
Spain of the future. For the hour of Spanish de- 


mocracy is already casting its long shadow across the 
quadrant of the future. 
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IBERICA and ABC 


On February 1, 1957, the newspaper ABC of Madrid 
reprinted an article from La Voz de Espana of San 
Sebastian entitled ““Creach, Secret Agent”. The follow- 
ing paragraph appears in this article: 

“Monconduit’s (Monconduit is the real name of the 
French newspaperman who writes under the pen name 
of “Jean Creach”) relationship with communist circles 
is nothing new. The magazine IBERICA, published in 
New York by exiled Spanish communists, has been hap- 
pily printing everything that Creach writes, and prob- 
ably augmenting his income. . .” 

When we received copies of this issue of ABC, sent 


to us by good friends in Madrid, we immediately sent 
the following cable to its Editor: 


“We strongly protest references to IBERICA in- 
cluded in the article entitled “Creach, Agente Secreto” 
appearing in the February 1 issue of ABC, page 22. 
The aim of our publication is to combat totalitarianism 
of both left and right. We are an anticommunist group 
whose purpose is to disseminate information freely and 
objectively. We demand an immediate rectification of 
the statements that you have published in so far as they 
refer to IBERICA. Failure to comply with our request 
will oblige us to resort to other measures.” 

This telegram was signed by the Honorary Chair- 


men of IBERICA, the Editor, Publisher, and Advisory 
Board. 


To date ABC has not responded directly to our re- 
quest and we have placed the matter in the hands of 
our lawyer in Madrid. However in the meantime, on 
March 16, ABC printed a clarifying letter signed by 
Jean Creach which included the following paragraph: 

“11. In 1954 I published three articles on Spain in 
the magazine IBERICA of New York. I did this be- 
cause IBERIC'A’S request was in line with normal pro- 
cedures and because I knew that any magazine for 
which Salvador de Madariaga writes would not be a 
communist magazine, and if it were the American 
government would never permit its publication in 


United States territory. Since then I have not written 
for that publication, contrary to the affirmation made 
in your report.” 





UNCENSORED 
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days to give additional confirmation: Professor Garcia 
Blanco was to go to France to give some lectures on 
Unamuno that had been scheduled quite some time 
before. But in the meantime two of the best works of 
the illustrious Don Miguel were put on the Papal In- 
dex. Then the Direction of Cultural Relations (surely 
not on its own initiative) persuaded Sr. Garcia Blanco 
to cancel his projected trip and lectures. 

Without any doubt the Caudillo’s suppressed desire 
to act as mediator between the Arab world and the 
West was connected with the recent visit in Madrid 
of the Tunisian premier, Mr. Burguiba, which coin- 
cided with the visit of the Egyptian Minister without 
Portfolio Mr. Anwar El Sadat. But a high degree of 
skepticism reigns in diplomatic circles about such pre- 
tentions, especially as certain matters under litigation 
between Morocco and Spain herself have not yet been 
settled and the only Moroccan General in the Spanish 
Army, El Mizzian, has renounced his Spanish citizen- 
ship and military rank, as the Moroccan state would 
not place him in command of Moroccan forces under 
any other conditions. It can well be imagined that 
this “ungrateful” act did not go down very well with 
the Caudillo. 

In brief, we cannot say that the first thirty days of 
the new cabinet have not been fruitful, but perhaps 
more in uncovering problems than in finding solutions. 

As the Caudillo reviewed the parade of 14,000 of 
his troops on the Castellana on April 1, might he have 
given a thought to the net results of his “Victory,” after 
all these eighteen years? Could he possibly suspect that 
not only the vanquished but also the victors are ask- 
ing themselves one question: WHY? 


TELMO LORENZO 
Madrid, April, 1957 





Books available from the offices of IBERICA: 


MY MISSION TO SPAIN, Claude G. Bowers 
In Spanish: 


LA ERA DE TRUJILLO, Jesiés de Galindez 
MISION EN ESPANA, Claude G. Bowers 
CUATRO ANOS EN PARIS, Victoria Kent 
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THE UNITED STATES AND THE SPANISH CIVIL WAR, F. Jay — ; 


ESPANA EN LA ENCRUCIJADA, José Ma. de Semprun Gurrea 
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Ibérica Publishing Company, 112 East 19th Street, New York 3, N. Y. 
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SPAIN AND NATO 


AMERICAN POSITIONS: 


‘.. . be it Resolved by the Senate (the House of Representatives concurring), that it is the 
sense of the Congress of the United States that the Department of State use its good offices 
toward the end of achieving the earliest possible participation by Spain in the North Atlantic 
teaty 
(From Concurrent Resolution 14 passed by the 
House of Representatives on March 20) 
“. . it is believed that the United States can best contribute to the achievement of Spanish 
membership in NATO by continuing to encourage the improvement of relations between Spain 
and the other nations of Western Europe .. .” 
(From a letter signed by Robert C. Hill, Assistant 
Secretary of State, to Senator Theodore Green, Chair- 
man, Committee on Foreign Relations of the Senate) 


SPANISH POSITIONS: 


“. . To admit the Spanish dictator (to NATO) is not to admit Spain. Franco is not Spain. 
He is its antithesis, as the movements of protests occurring within Spain these days demonstrate. 
The democracies of Europe and America would dishonor themselves were they to accept Franco 
as opposed to Spain. . .” 
(From Joint Declaration of Executive Committees 
of the Spanish Socialist Labor Party and the General 
Labor Union of Spain, Toulouse, France, March 


20, 1957) 


“We most energetically protest the Resolution passed by the House of Representatives .. . 
Were the agreement pending for General Franco’s membership in NATO to prevail, then the 
first to be injured thereby would be the United States for having attacked the most sacred 
interests of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen, and world democracy, and thereby having 
to assume the historic responsibility of having suppressed the Spanish nation. 
“Such a decision could only serve the cause of totalitarian communism by greatly impairing 
the democratic free world.” 
(From statement issued by the National Committee 
in the Exterior of the National Confederation of 
Labor of Spain) 
‘“.. . if Spain is considered as indispensable to the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, there 
are but two courses open: to demand that the regime qualify by adopting free institutions; 
or to strike out from the Charter the Preamble and Article 2. An admission of the present 
absolute Sultanate would imply that the members of NATO publicly recognize that they attach 
no importance to their own solemn engagements. This would thoroughly destroy the moral 
authority of the Organization.” 
(From statement issued by the Spanish Council of 
the European Movement, signed by Salvador de 
Madariaga, Chairman.) 


(Note: Unfortunately the Spaniards within Stain are not free to express their opinions on 
the subject of Spain’s admission to NATO at this time. However the three organizations whose 
statements have been quoted above may be said to reflect opinion within Spain because of 


their great prestige and widespread connections in the interior. Needless to say these three 
organizations are all strongly anti-communist. ) 
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RESOLUTION PASSED BY 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ° 


On March 20 Resolution 14 to 
bring Spain into NATO was passed 
by the House of Representatives. 
The Resolution was introduced im- 
mediately after the opening prayer, 
at a time when very few Congress- 
men were present, and without any 
previous notice. So the resolution 
was passed without. any objections, 
but it could hardly be said to have 
been passed “unanimously,” as many 
reports stated. 


NORWAY OPPOSES 
FRANCO IN NATO 


April 1, (OPE)—A cable from 
Oslo feports that according to 
the Norwegian newspaper Verdens 
Gangde Norway will continue to 
oppose Spain’s admission to NATO 
membership. 

The newspaper's assertion is based 
on a recent statement by the Nor- 
wegian Minister of Foreign Rela- 
tions to the effect that Norway had 
not changed its stand on this sub- 
ject. 


OFFICIAL SPAIN 


AND NATO MEMBERSHIP 
Spain’s NATO membership is the 
supreme ambition of the Spanish 
political leaders. Hence the reac- 
tion of the Spanish Foreign Office, 
the Palacio de Santa Cruz, to the 
vote of the U.S. House of Repre- 
sentatives approving Spain’s NATO 
candidacy was a very “diplomatic” 
one; the news was received with 
an apparent complacency which dis- 
guised a profound satisfaction. 

The position of the Ministry of 
Foreign Relations on this matter 
corresponds to that expressed by 
Sr. Martin Artajo, outgoing Minis- 
ter of Foreign Relations: “Spain’s 
_ admission to NATO is of greater 
| interest to others than it is to us, 
| but if Spain is invited she will not 
refuse to cooperate.” 
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STRIKES IN ASTURIAS 


During the second and third weeks 
of the past month the coal miners 
of many of the mines in Asturias, 
including those of the big “Maria 
Luisa” and “Duro Felguera’”’ mines, 
went on strike for additional wage 
benefits, in the form. of premiums 
based on actual output, without 
which their basic wages are negli- 
gible. 

As a result of an agreement with 
the employers the miners went back 
to work on March 26, but it seems 
that the employers then changed 
their minds with ‘the result that the 
miners went out on strike again. 

In the meantime the mines have 
been militarized, which means that 
as strikes are ilegal in Spain the 
miners may be tried by military 
tribunals; nevertheless the strike has 
spread to other mines and at pres- 
ent there are a minimum of 5000 
miners on strike, 

Negotiations have been renewed 
in the meantime and there is hope 
of a settlement. 

A report published by the Civil 
Governor of Asturias inferred that 
the movement was of a political 
nature. 


EXPORTATION OF MINERS 


Negotiations between the Spariish 
and Belgian Governments for the 
mass migration of 5000 Spanish 
miners to Belgium to work in the 
Belgian coal mines have been tefm- 
inated. The first contingent of 100 
Spanish miners have arrived in 
Chatelineau; province of Hainault, 
Belgium. 

The agreement calls for a total 
of 5000 Spanish miners. 

The Belgian press has not re- 
garded this arrangement with ap- 
proval. We quote the following from 
it: 

“On first thought the agreement 
would seem to. be advantageous, 
particularly in view of certain eco- 
nomic needs, but upon reflection 
one realizes that this agreement has 
some very negative aspects. As it is, 
the labor in the mines is an 
amalgam of diverse nationalities and 
customs, and in many places more 
than 10 different languages are 





spoken, making union organization 
difficult. Furthermore it, is known 
that the penury of labor in Belgium 
is due to the fact that labor con- 
ditions are hatsh and dangerous. 
Because of imported labor working 
cofiditions have not been’ improved, 
for on the other hand has produc- 
tion been augmented.” 


REPUBLICAN MANIFESTO 


On April 14, occasion ofthe 26th 
anniversary of the proclamation. of 
the Spanish Republic, Don Diego 
Martinez Barrios, President in exile, 
addressed a message to the Span- 
iards, of which we reproduce the 
following paragraphs: 

“The Franco regime, already on 
the threshold of its departure, will 
take with it the fundamental prin- 
ciples of its policy, but large por- 
tions of the framework of the sys- 
tem will have to be assembled and 
integrated into the future founda- 
tions. 

“This period of transition will be 
filled by the new generations, to- 
gether with those who have turned 
the corner of life. . . . What will 
be the structure of the Spain’ of 
the immediate future? What do the 
men. who are to take the first steps 
propose to do? I do not know, and 
if I did know, I would not say. 

“In this Spain which is already 
visible, all Spaniards must find a 
place and a home. No discrimination 
would be tolerable, except for those 
arising from natural laws. 

“We ate Republicans. In this al- 
legiance resides our history and our 
honor. Republicans yesterday, Re- 
publicans today, and Republicans 
until the final hour. But loyalty to 
principles does not exclude nor pre- 
vent respect for other contrary ones. 
The Republican democracy can exist 
calmly alongside the Spaniards who 
profess distinct doctrines, either from 
the direction of public affairs, or 
from the opposition. 

“To be the home of all Spaniards, 
Spain must be constituted according 
to their will. The right of the gov- 
erning classes to instruct the coun- 
try bears with it the obligation to 
respect its sovereignty.” 

Paris, April 14, 1957 
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THE CARDINAL PRIMATE 
SPEAKS ON LABOR 


Cardinal Pla y Daniel, Archbishop 
of Toledo, made a statement at the 
conclusion of the Third National 
Assembly of Social and Patronal Ac- 
tion, in which he said that the voice 
of labor has the right to be heard 
in professional organizations. 

“The Church,” said the Cardinal, 
“defends social justice, but this 
should not be confused with mere 
charity.” 

In reference to the mission of the 
State he said: : 

“Unfortunate is the State which 
does not count upon the collabora- 
tion of its citizens.” 





VIOLATIONS OF 
LABOR RIGHTS 


Report number 25 of the Interna- 
tional Labor Organization was sub- 
mitted to the Administrative Council 
of this organization during its meet- 
ing in Geneva at the end of March. 
This report concerns complaints of 
violation of labor’s rights by different 
governments. 

With respect to Spain the report 
states: 

“The Franco government has vio- 
lated the rights of man by crushing 
the strikes declared in Bilbao and 
other cities in 1950, in imprisoning 
strikers and ordering the shutdown 
of factories, thereby harming 40,000 
workers. No legal resources exist in 
Spain whereby workers may fight to 
elevate their standard of living and 
as the ‘syndical’ legislation of Spain 
is incompatible with the basic prin- 
ciples of the I.L.O., the Interna- 
tional Confederation of Free Trade 
Unions asks the Administrative 
Council of the I.L.O. to invite the 
Spanish Government to change its 
legislation which is at present in 
force, to establish a free labor move- 
ment and to suppress the penalties 
imposed on workers who partici- 
pated in the strikes of April, 1956.” 


Spanish Government’s reply 

The Spanish Government has re- 
sponded to these declarations by 
saying that the I.C.F.T.U. lacked 
competence to submit complaints of 
this nature. The I.C.F.T.U. has re- 
jected this question of its own juris- 
diction and has proceeded to request 
the Spanish Government to submit 
observations on the basis of the 
protest that has been submitted to 
it. 





DEVALUATION 
OF THE PESETA 


Sr. Gual. Villalbi, Minister without 
portfolio in the new cabinet and 
President of the National Economic 
Council, gave a speech in Barcelona 
at the end of March on Spain’s 
economic condition. In reference to 
rumors of an official devaluation of 
the peseta which have disturbed fi- 
nancial circles, Sr. Gual Villalbi 
stated: 


“If one day it should be necessary 
to devalue the peseta, then all pre- 
cautions would be taken that the 
operation not be a failure and the 
cooperation of all Spaniards would 
be required.” At the end of the 
lecture he stated that the Govern- 
ment’s hope was to “achieve a re- 
valuation of the peseta through a 
purifying of the economy.” 





APPEAL FROM 
SPANISH STUDENTS 


The following appeal has been re- 
ceived from Spain: | 

“The offensive conducted by the 
Franco regime against the Spanish 
Universities, which was concentrated 
in Madrid and Barcelona earlier this 
year, has now spread to the Uni- 
versity of Salamanca. There this of- 
fensive concentrates on two points: 
“1. That on March 13 proceed- 
ings were initiated in the Uni- 





versity which will probably term- 
inate with the expulsion of 
Professor Vicente Ramirez Arrel- 
lano, Head of the Department of 
International Law. 


“2. That on that same date, and 
due to governmental pressure, an 
assistant professor of the same 
University was discharged, with- 
out his having been granted any 
opportunity to defend himself. 


“The causes of these incidents, 
which once again demonstrate the 
constant interference of the public 
powers in the Spanish Universities, 
are due to the fact that Professor 
Ramirez Arrellano permitted a 
statement to be read in his class- 
room in which the students of the 
University of Salamanca expressed 
their solidarity with the students of 
Barcelona who went on strike, and 
signed a petition demanding the re- 
habilitation of all of those students 
whose right to study in any Spanish 
University has been cancelled. 700 
signatures were gathered in one day 
in Salamanca and 2000 in Madrid. 
“We ask all professors, intellect- 
uals and students of the different 
universities of the Old and New 
Worlds that they lend support to 
their Spanish colleagues by helping 
us in any way possible to prevent 
the dismissal of Professor Vicente 
Ramirez Arrellano and to fore- 
stall any other punitive measures 
which the Public Power might re- 

sort to.” 
Spain, March 1957 





ADENAUER 
INVITED TO SPAIN 


Chancellor Adenauer has accepted 
an invitation to visit Spain; as yet 
no date has been set for this visit. 
This invitation is interpreted by the 
British press as a significant step 
in Spain’s policy of trying to es- 
tablish economic and political ties 
with Germany. 
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_ SPAIN AND NATO 


Senator Bridge's Resolution 
Congressional Record—Senate, Feb- 
ruary 7, 1957, p. 1477: 
Admission of Spain as a Member of 
The North Atlantic Treaty Organ- 
ization. 

Mr. Bridges for himself, Mr. 
Knowland, Mr. Saltonstall, Mrs. 
Smith, of Maine, Mr. Dirksen, Mr. 
Mansfield, Mr. Magnuson, Mr. 
Murray, Mr. Ives, Mr. Butler, Mr. 
Long, Mr. Pastore, Mr. Kennedy, 
Mr. Goldwater, Mr. Pavne, and 
Mr. Beall) submitted the following 
concurrent resolutions (S. Con. Res. 
14), which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations: 

Whereas the United States, Bel- 
gium, Canada, Denmark, Federal 
Republic of Germany, France, 
Greece, Iceland, Italy, Luxembourg, 
the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, 
Turkey, and the United Kingdom 
are parties to the North Atlantic 
Treaty; and 

Whereas the primary objective of 
the treaty is to contribute to the 
maintenance of peace by making 
clear the determination of the ‘par- 
ties collectively to resist armed at- 
tack upon any of them; and 

Whereas the parties have joined 
pursuant to the treaty, the North 
Atlantic Organization, a collective 
defense arrangement for the North 
Atlantic area established within the 
framework of the United Nations 
Charter and based upon the inher- 
ent right of individual or collective 
self-defense recognized by article 51 
of the charter; and 

Whereas the United States and 
Spain, on September. 26, 1953, 
signed bilateral agreements for the 
furtherance of their mutual security; 
and 

Whereas Portugal, a member of 
NATO, is already joined with Spain 
in a treaty of mutual friendship; 
‘and 

Whereas the membership of Spain 
would strengthen the strategic po- 
sition of the North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization and of the United 
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AMERICAN POSITIONS ON: 
ADMISSION OF FRANCO SPAIN TO NATO 


States: Now, therefore, be it Re-. 


solved by the Senate (the House of ve 


he 


Representatives concurring), that it 
is the sense of the Congress of the 
United States that the Department 


of State should continue to use its’ 
good offices toward the end of 
achieving the earliest possible par- 


ticipation by Spain in the North 
Atlantic Treaty and as a member 
of the North Atlantic Treaty Or- 


ganization. 


DEPARTMENT OF 


STATE'S POSITION 
The Hon. Theodore Green 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign 
Relations U.S. Senate 

February 25, 1957 
Dear Senator Green: 





The department’s letter of Febru- | 


ary 11 assured you that we would 
give prompt consideration to your 
request for our comments on Senate 
concurrent resolution 14 “Favoring 
admission of Spain as a member of 
the N.A.T.O.” I am pleased to trans- 
mit the following comments. 

The U.S. favors Spanish member- 
ship in NATO. However, Spanish 
admission to NATO depends upon 
the willingness of all member na- 
tions to accept Spain as a member. 
This requires continued improve- 
ment in relations betewen Spain and 
certain NATO powers, which is pri- 
marily the responsibility of Spain 
and other countries concerned. 

This position was set forth in the 
secretary’s letter to Senator George 
of June 21, 1955, concerning Senate 
concurrent resolution 34. We wish 
to reaffirm our position with re- 
spect to the desirability of Spanish 
membership in NATO. In the inter- 
im, the department has continued 
to encourage the improvement be- 
tween Spain and the NATO coun- 


tries in the hope that full Spanish ° 


membership in NATO will finally 
become practicable. We believe that 
there has been some improvement 
in these relations during the period. 
Nevertheless, it is apparent: that a 
number of the member nations are 






not yet prepared to agree to Spanish 
membership in NATO. 


‘In this situation it is believed that 
the U.S. can best contribute: to the 
achievement of the objective of 


- Spanish membership by ‘continuing 


to encourage the improvement of 
relations between Spain and other 
nations of Western Europe, in order 


‘to tie Spain as closely’ as’ possible 


“into the plans for the regional de- 


fense of western Europe; arid thus 


‘to create a climate favorable to 


eventual Spanish participation ‘in 


NATO. Accordingly, the depart- 
ment perceives no objection to the 
adoption of Senate Concurrent reso- 


| lution 14. 


ROBERT C, HILL 
Assistant Secretary of State 
for the Secretary of State. 


REMARKS OF 





HON. FRANCIS E. WALTER 


House of Representatives, Tuesday, 


‘ March 26, 1957. 


(CONGRESSIONAL RECORD— 
APPENDIX, Page A2442). 
‘Mr. Walter. Mr. Speaker,...under 


. leave to extend my remarks in the 


RECORD, I include the following 
article from the, Evening Star, Wash- 
ington, D.C., March 22, 1957: 
“Britain and France, which have 
been the main stumbling blocks to 
admission of Spain into NATO, are 
now expected to withdraw their ob- 
jections, which were based on emo- 
tionalism and domestic _ politics 
rather than on international realties. 
“As a matter of fact, as things 
stand now, in Europe and the Mid- 
dle East, it is the Madrid govern- 
ment which is doing NATO a 


‘ favor. ere 


“The State Department is con- 
vinced that after its hand is 
strengthened by the concurrent reso- 


‘Jution introduced by Senator Brid- 


ges, even the token opposition of our 
partners in the western Coalition will 
disappear. 

“Admission of Spain into NATO 
may cost the American taxpayers 
an additional dozen or so millions. 
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SPANISH ORGANIZATIONS OPPOSE 


ADMISSION OF FRANCO SPAIN TO NATO 


JOINT STATEMENT BY SPANISH. SOCIALIST 
PARTY AND GENERAL LABOR UNION OF 
SPAIN (U.G.T.) 


“Now, after having been responsible for the disastrous 
situation from which Spain is suffering, the dictator 
Franco is attempting to obtain new and extensive cred- 
its ir the United States to save himself from catastrophe, 
just as he is also trying to obtain an invitation for an 
official visit with President Eisenhower. 

“The. great North American democracy would be 
committing a grave political blunder and would be- 
come discredited before the Spanish people if, knowing 
as the Americans know the true feelings of the Span- 
iards, they were to lend themselves once again to run- 
ning to the aid of a corrupt regime and a tyrannical 
dictator. 

“The ambitions of the dictator are not limited to 
that but, having discovered a belated attraction for 
Europe, he now has the audacity to want to be ad- 
mitted to NATO and the different European organiza- 
tions and communities and the Council of Europe... 
all to defend democracy. 

“The General Labor Union of Spain and the Spanish 
Socialist Labor Party agree that the moment has come 
for them to state publicly and with all solemnity to 
the democracies belonging to these organizations that 
if they admit the Spanish dictator into their midst 
they would not thereby be serving the cause of Spanish 
democracy nor the ends which these organizations pro- 
claim. 

“Let no one make any mistakes. To admit the 
Spanish dictator is not to admit Spain. Franco is not 
Spain. He is its antithesis, as the movements of protest 
occurring within Spain demonstrate. The democracies 
of Europe and America would be doing themselves dis- 
honor were they to accept Franco as opposed to Spain. 
They would be converting themselves into accomplices 
in causing the misfortunes of the Spanish people. 

“The Spanish Socialist Labor Party and the General 
Labor Union of Spain ask labor groups, all democratic 
organizations and very especially the International Con- 
federation of Free Trade Unions that, fulfilling their 
duties, they make every effort possible to prevent the 
ambitions of the Spanish dictator from prospering in 
Europe and America. 





STATEMENT BY THE NATIONAL 
CONFEDERATION OF LABOR (CNT) 


“The National Confederation of Labor (CNT) raises 
its most energetic protest against the resolution passed 


by the House of Representatives ogee Spain’s ad- 
mission to NATO. 
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“We wish to remind everyone, because they seem to 
have forgotten, of the fascist character of the Franco 
regime which has bee imposed by the use of force 
and violence on a people who struggle to revalidate 
democracy and to attain freedom. 

“Should the resolution favoring the admission of 
General Franco in NATO prevail, then the first to be 
injured thereby would be the United States of America, 
in having opposed the most sacred interests of the 
Rights of Man and of the Citizen, and world democ- 
racy, in assuming the historic responsibility of having 
submerged the Spanish nation. Were it to be adopted, 
such a decision would only serve the cause of totali- 
tarian communism by greatly impairing the free and 
democratic world.” 





LETTER TO NATO FROM SPANISH COUNCIL 
OF THE EUROPEAN MOVEMENT 
SALVADOR DE MADARIAGA, CHAIRMAN 


“We, Spanish citizens deprived of the exercise of our 
citizenship by a military dictatorship, draw the atten- 
tion of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization to the 
fact that the admission of Franco Spain into the Or- 
ganization would utterly destroy its moral authority. 
The Preamble of its Charter says that the Parties “are 
determined to safeguard the freedom, common heritage 
and civilization of their peoples, founded on the prin- 
ciples of democracy, individual freedom and the rule 
of law”; and Article 2 adds that they will contribute 
toward the further development of peaceful and friendly 
international relations by strengthening their free in- 
stitutions (and) by bringing about a better under- 
standing of the principles upon which these institutions 
are founded. 

“We Spanish citizens point out that the present 
Spanish regime has never hidden the fact, indeed 
boasts of the fact, that its institutions are not those of 
liberal democracy; and that, whatever the wording 
of its so-called laws, there is in fact no law or institu- 
tion in Spain today but the will of the dictator, so 
that no Spaniard feels that either his life, property or 
honor is safe if he happens to dissent from officialdom. 

“In the circumstances, we point out that if Spain 
is considered as indispensable to the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization, there are but two courses open: 
to demand that the regime qualify by adopting free 
institutions; or to strike out from the Charter the 
Preamble and Article 2. An admission of the present 


absolute Sultanate would imply that the members of: 


NATO publicly recognize that they attach no im- 
portance to their own solemn engagements. This would 
thoroughly destroy the moral authority of the Or- 
ganization.” 
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